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of blasting operations, in which the charge failed to detonate, the
problem not having been fully worked out.

" The amount of explosive oil which had been fully manufactured
when the explosion occurred, and which was to have been sent off
that very day (fifty pounds to Ammeberg and two hundred pounds
to the Northern Main Railway) amounted to about three hundred
pounds; but the nature of the explosion clearly proved that a
small proportion only of this amount actually exploded, the rest
having been scattered unburnt. The reason why the manufacture
of explosive oil was not notified was that until the last few days it
was being made only in very small quantities, and more with the
object of perfecting the process than for trade purposes, as is
indicated by the fact that no advertisements were inserted in the
press.

*' In order to avoid any misunderstanding I should add that the
refining of glycerine, on which I assume my son to have been
engaged when the accident occurred, need have no connection
whatever with the manufacture of nitro-glycerine; such refining
can be carried out in the same factory as that in which glycerine
is made, and an accident is as unlikely to occur in that case as in
the manufacture of nitro-glycerine.

" Heleneborg, 5th September, 1864."

This sanguine attitude regarding the comparative harmlessness
of nitro-glycerine and its manufacture maintained by Immanuel
Nobel, in spite of the disaster which, as we have seen, destroyed
his health and energy, was naturally not shared by the authorities
and public opinion.

Its manufacture was prohibited within the city area, and it
proved to be exceedingly difficult to find a suitable site for its
manufacture in the neighbourhood. Now as te explosive oil/' as
we shall soon see, was already in practical use, for the tunnelling
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